Stephanie Jablonski




February 28, 2012





ED800 Unit 3 Writing Assignment

     For this unit, I decided to focus on the educational background of Abraham Lincoln.  Philip Cusick’s book A Passion for Learning highlights the educational experiences of seven Americans in history, Abraham Lincoln being one.  I was very surprised to find out just how little formal education Lincoln experienced, and how the total number of months he actually attended school was less than 12 months and was also not consistent.  This was due to the lack of knowledgeable teachers there were, and Lincoln claimed that “there was absolutely nothing to excite ambition for education” (Cusick 29).  Lincoln took it upon himself to borrow books from others and read newspapers and other documents on his own.  Cusick discusses Lincoln’s desire for reflection and how he grasped opportunities to read, write, and reflect, connecting his “inner self” to a bigger picture or “world” (33).  Lincoln seemed to take control of his own learning-when he wanted to gain knowledge about a particular idea or concept, he went directly to the source and surrounded himself with the materials and people who could help him gain the knowledge he desired.   
     Because Lincoln was so independent in his studies and seemed to take it upon himself to research and read what he wanted to know in life, I focused on the pillar of “reading and responsibility.”  Lincoln’s exposure to literacy and books not only benefited his education, but it also made him into a good speaker who “demonstrated an easy and appealing way with words and an openness to larger matters (Cusick 35).  This made him very personable and respected, and his popularity rose as he traveled around learning more about issues and people and becoming a “circuit rider.”  Although Lincoln did read a lot in his childhood, it is said that as an adult he was not a deep reader but could “distinguish, analyze, and mediate,” and possessed the power of patient thought.  After reading through a collection of quotes spoken by Lincoln from the Abraham Lincoln Research Site, it is very evident how his way with words reached so many people.  He had a certain blunt knowledge of the world around him, perhaps from reading so many books, traveling around, and meeting so many different types of people.  This responsibility he took in his life to read and gain knowledge and make sure he made himself familiar to many people and experiences all on his own was sure to contribute to the eloquence and honesty in which he spoke within his speeches, all of which reached so many people.  It was even stated that “no man could be familiar with his homely, heart-lighted features, his single-hearted directedness, and manly kindliness and remain long an enemy” (Mr. Lincoln and Friends).  It seems as though his humbleness, motivation, and responsibility towards his education shaped his character and made him into a well-rounded and likable leader and man.   
     While looking at Lincoln’s failures and setbacks alongside his successes on the Abraham Lincoln Online site, I noticed that for every setback he had, there were multiple successes.  It is interesting to think how self-sufficient Lincoln had to be in his education and how this might directly correlate to how he responded to these setbacks.  As stated before from Cusick, when Lincoln wanted to accomplish or learn something, he went out and did it despite all circumstances.  He took responsibility of his own education and even when there were setbacks or challenges that required extra effort and time within the learning process, Lincoln seemed to put the work in to reach his goal.  I am seeing this same pattern throughout his life in this particular timeline.  I can’t help but think that the way Lincoln experienced education and accepted challenges while learning throughout his early life helped him become stronger and more self-sufficient during major setbacks in his career and life.  It is very evident from this timeline that Lincoln did not give up, and he continued to strive for bigger and better accomplishments in his life.  He never stopped being a learner and he never stopped being a responsible man and leader, even with these setbacks listed.  
     Finally, after reading about Lincoln’s time at the White House during his presidency, it is very interesting to see what a challenge it was for him after living a life so much for himself in the simplicity that he enjoyed.  He seems that throughout Lincoln’s life he was focused on learning and doing, and not so much on materialism and custom.  I liked the quote that stated, “Mr. Lincoln was serious about his country but showed little concern for the place of his residence” (Mr. Lincoln’s White House).  To me, this quote sums up Lincoln’s character during his presidency.  I feel that his responsibility to his education and his life experiences helped him become a humble and level-headed leader who was authentically intelligent and knowledgeable.  This might be a strong statement to say from this quote alone, but after reading the articles about his time in the White House and as president, and the extent to which people listened to his words and decisions, related to them, and respected them, I feel as if Lincoln’s realness and knowledge that he gained throughout his life on his own terms and time made him into the leader that continues to have an impact on people even today.  
